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Welcome to this web page on curiosities, 
puzzles, mysteries, and attractions of the 
town Milicz from the Lower Silesia Province 
of Poland!  

 

Part #A: Introductory information about 
this web page: 

       

#A1. Goals of this web page: 

       Na many people ever have heard about the town of Milicz. This is pity. So in 
order to rectify this problem, herewith I am providing several basic facts about 
curiosities, puzzles, and mysteries of this extraordinary town named Milicz.  

 

Part #B: What is worth to know about this 
web page: 

       

#B1. Opposite to the bragging of 
foreigners, the most extraordinary place in 
the world is the one in which we were 
born - only that firstly we need to discover 
its uniqueness: 

       When I was a young boy, I always suspected that everything that is most 
extraordinary and fascinating hides in distant countries. After all, these distant 
countries have coconuts, volcanoes, earthquakes, geysers, sharks, huge flowers 
and butterflies, exotic belly dancers, etc., etc. In turn in our place a typical nut is 
the size of hazelnut, earth shakes only when a train is passing, while although a 
daughter of neighbours can dance, her movements are far from being exotic. 
Then as already an adult person, I visited these distant countries and was 
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disappointed. It turned out that the miserable taste of coconuts do NOT even 
compare with the richness of the taste of our hazelnuts, that volcanoes typically 
erupt when we cannot watch them, that earthquakes ruin houses and kill people - 
thus it is much better when they occur somewhere far from us, that almost all hot 
water from geysers since long time is redirected to the generation of electricity 
while what is shown in their place cannot be distinguished from a small electric 
jug secretly buried in the ground by entrepreneur tribe of local natives, that 
sharks only on films are friendly, that tropical flowers and butterflies are NOT 
larger nor more beautiful than ones from our country, and that European food 
indulged by exotic dancers makes them too fat to make it worth to invest in 
super-expensive tickets for their shows. Simultaneously it turned out that oldest 
buildings on distant countries usually have no-more that 100 years, while typically 
people live in there in houses made of wet cardboard, that just ordinary going to 
cinema, theatre, or opera in these distant countries is almost the same complex 
expedition as a trip to the pole of Earth, that apart from several different 
vegetation and landscapes they offer nothing to look at, etc., etc. After 
discovering all of this, it starts to sink to our awareness, that old people actually 
did tell the truth - namely that the most interesting and extraordinary place on 
the Earth is always the one in which we were born. Only that in order to 
discover this, typically we firstly need to wander to the "edge of world".  
       So in order to give to everyone a chance to discover sufficiently early how 
extraordinary and exotic place is the one in which we were born, below I am 
going to describe here the town of Milicz. The curiosity of this description is, that I 
prepared it when myself I was already living just on the "exotic edge of the world". 
In other words, when stating that Milicz is truly an extraordinary town, I am basing 
this statement on my own empirical experiences from the "first hand", not e.g. on 
some theoretical speculations which in past could be read from a propaganda 
booklet. 

 
#B2. How this web page eventuated: 

       This web page eventuated when I realised that the value of folkloristic stories 
and curiosities concerning Milicz, is almost the same as the value of scientific 
facts about that town. This practically means that whatever is presented here, it 
tries to repeat and illustrate faithfully what various people used to tell, claim, or 
believe about Milicz. (After all, in old times there were no TV sets, thus during 
long winter evenings people used to entertain themselves with various stories. 
This is worth to be aware of, as even when this page repeats whatever someone 
knew for certain, still this information could be infiltrated by various errors caused 
by memory tricks.) This page is NOT aimed at proving or verifying how much of 
what it says is true, nor what factual, historical, or scientific value it has. 
Furthermore, the very nature of the information presented here is such, that even 
if these folkloristic stories contain exclusively historic truth, still in present times 
most probably it would not be possible to scientifically prove that this is 
scientifically correct. Therefore the matter of judgement about the level of truth in 
what is presented below, I leave to the discretion of readers. 
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#B3. This web page is just one amongst 
an array of pages about my native areas: 

       This web page is one amongst a whole series of web pages which I 
developed about curiosities and puzzles of the areas from which I originate, 
means about the vicinity of the villageStawczyk near Milicz. So I am going to 
describe below most vital amongst these web pages (click on their "green, 
underlined links" to shift to them).  
       For example, I developed a special web page named 
wszewilki_jutra_uk.htm which contains a proposal and plans for several 
relatively simple and inexpensive endeavours, the effectiveness was already 
tested in action on other towns of the world, and which in case of being 
implemented by authorities of Milicz, would accelerate Milicz, Wszewilki, 
Stawczyk and Sğawoszewice in the direction of future prosperity and 
progress. On that web page I also recommend item #J3 - in which I described 
the appearance of the village Stawczyk that I saw during a trip in a "time vehicle" 
to Stawczyk from a distant future - probably from the year 2222.  
       Furthermore, there is also the web page named "wszewilki_milicz.htm" (in 
Polish), which is aimed at coordination, via internet, a possible sight-seeing of 
Milicz and nearby villages Wszewilki and Stawczyk. That web page tries to inform 
readers in what manner, through which routes, and in what dates, is best to see 
historic places and curiosities of Milicz and nearby villages Stawczyk, Wszewilki, 
and Sğawoszewice. In "Menu 1" this web page is named "Wszewilki-Milicz" (click 
on the name of it to run it).  
       My native village named Stawczyk is described more comprehensively on 
the web page with the physical name stawczyk_uk.htm. Especially I recommend 
in it items #F2 and #F3. This is because I described in them the supernatural 
capabilities of Polish snakes (and also other creatures with supernatural powers) 
- which still remain unknown to official science, while the existence of which was 
demonstrated to me in Stawczyk. Stawczyk is also worth getting to know for 
historical reasons. This is because probably it is the remain of an oldest Polish 
village.  
       The village which is nearest to Stawczyk, from which Stawczyk in fact was 
separated only around 1875, is the village named Wszewilki. Wszewilki is also 
described on a separate web page with the physical name wszewilki_uk.htm. 
Especially on that web page I would recommend item #E1 in which I described 
the mysterious persecution to which this village was subjected for several 
centuries. Only relatively recently I discovered and described on several web 
pages (e.g. see item #H1.6 on the web page newzealand_visit.htm or "part #G" 
on the web page eco_cars.htm), that just to such persecutions are subjected all 
"group intellects" which are to contribute in the future something extremely 
important for the progress and development of the entire humanity.  
       I should add here, that independently from the vicinity of Milicz, one 
important year of my views shaping childchood I spend in the village of 
Cielcza near Jarocin, Poland. Thus, to the description of that vital for me village I 

http://tornado.zxq.net/stawczyk_uk.htm
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http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_jutra_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_jutra_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_jutra_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/timevehicle.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_milicz.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_milicz.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/stawczyk_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/stawczyk_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/newzealand_visit.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/eco_cars.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/cielcza.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/cielcza.htm
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also devoted a separate web page named cielcza_uk.htm - especially see item 
#L3 in there. After all, that village Cielczas also exerted a significant influence on 
my views of the world, and thus on the later shaping of the philospby of 
totalizm.  

 

Part #C: The very beginning of Milicz: 

       

#C1. Milicz as a by-product of the "amber 
route": 

       In antiquity, two most important roads of our planet were called the "silk 
route", and the "amber route". The silk route was a transcontinental road that 
linked Mediterranean countries with China. In turn the amber route was a trans-
European road which linked Mediterranean countries with coasts of the Baltic 
Sea. One of the branches of this enormously important trans-European artery led 
from Wroclaw to Milicz, and later via Gniezno to Gdansk and to coasts of the 
Baltic Sea. So "amber" turns out to be a dynamic, town-creating substance, due 
to which Milicz owns its origins and evolution to the present form. In old days 
amber was an enormously desired commodity. Merchants from the south of 
Europe and from northern part of Africa flooded vicinity of the present city of 
Gdansk in order to purchase this substance. In turn the road which they followed 
then, needed to be carefully selected. Namely it needed to lead through areas 
relatively free from bandits and hostile tribes. It also needed to have a human 
settlement every around one day of travel in a slow horse wagon, so that these 
merchants could stop there safely for nights. This carefully selected, relatively 
safe road, along which were then travelling merchant caravans carrying amber, 
as well as various long-distance travellers, with the elapse of time was called 
the amber route. Although gradually amber lost its role of a stimulator of trade, 
still new goods and new political reasons appeared, which forced people to travel 
between north and south of the Europe. So in spite that many centuries elapsed, 
the "amber route" remained the most important communication artery of the 
Europe, through which were shifted huge masses of people and goods. For a 
lucky benefit of citizens of Milicz, one of the branches of this important and busy 
artery was leading through their town. (One of the most convincing evidence that 
the "amber route" in fact led through Milicz, were relatively frequent findings of 
weathered ancient amber products taking place in times of my youth. I remember 
that in second class of my primary school I had a classmate, who was bringing to 
the school a lot of very old jewellery made of weathered amber, pieces of which 
probably were over 1000 years old. The amber in them was already so 
weathered, that it lost the colour, cracked, and was very brittle. I believe, that 
someone from his family most probably discovered somewhere in Milicz an 
ancient "amber treasure" of some sort, similar to the one found in the suburb 

http://tornado.zxq.net/cielcza_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/totalizm.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/totalizm.htm
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Wrocğaw-Partynice, which is discussed on the web page Wroclaw from Menu 1.) 
Milicz in old days was located very conveniently on this "amber route". It was 
distant from Wroclaw exactly by two days of walk on foot or drive in a heavy 
horse wagon, or by a single day of a fast ride on horseback or in a fast cart. So in 
Milicz were stopping for night both, the slow travelling merchant caravans loaded 
with heavy goods, as well as fast travellers on horseback and in fast carts. Thus 
with the elapse of time Milicz become a kind of a "hotel town" on the amber route. 
It supplied travellers with all sorts of "hotel services". Merchants and travellers 
stopped there for a night or two, rested, ate, drank, gambled, visited local 
prostitutes, sold their goods, replenished supplies, repaired damaged equipment, 
buried those amongst them who died on the road, while in times when 
Christianity become popular in Europe - also prayed in churches of Milicz for the 
lucky course of their further trip. (For details of these "church services" from Milicz 
- see the web page from Menu 1 about a church of St. Andrea Bobola.) 

 
#C2. A history of Milicz: 

       Milicz is a small township locates in the province of Poland called "Lower 
Silesia", means locates in the south-western corner of Poland. Milicz is a very old 
town. On the present territory of Milicz, human settlements supposedly existed 
already in around 7 000 B.C., means still in prehistoric times. Remains of old 
Slavs fortifications locally called "Chmielnik", which are dated from that prehistoric 
period, are located on the right bank of the river Barycz, between Milicz and the 
present village Wszewilki, means not far from the present street called 
"KrotoszyŒska". As a quite sizable medieval town Milicz existed already in 1136, 
when it was for the first time mentioned in writing in the so-called "bulli dla 
arcybiskupa gnieŦnieŒskiego" (i.e. "Bulla for Gniezno Archbishop"). Already then 
it was an important trade and craft centre. It was also a hometown for an old 
Slavic province capitol located on the road between Wroclaw and Gniezno. 
Starting from 12 century until a mid 14 century it belonged to the Wroclaw 
Capitulate. Then, until the year 1492 Milicz was owned by Prince of OleŜnica. 
The town rights Milicz received in 1323. In 14 century a large fortified castle was 
constructed in Milicz, the ruins of which exist until today in Milicz park. In 1339 
Jan Luxemburg captured this castle by a trick. In 1432 the town and was 
captured by Husyts. In 18 century the fortified castle in Milicz was burned, to 
never be rebuild again. Until today only ruins remain from this castle, which can 
be looked upon in the Milicz communal park. Also numerous underground 
tunnels are left, which are to be described in more details in various items of this 
page. In 1742 Milicz was included into the country Prussia. In 1875 it received a 
railway connection with the outside world. In 1945 was again joined with Poland. 
Currently it is a blooming city and the target of visits of increasingly larger number 
of tourists and holiday makers. A satellite photograph of present Milicz can be 
seen on the web page 
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=51.551406,17.286901&spn=0.026010,0.058
545&t=k&hl=en. (Please notice on this photograph the course of the railway that 
runs vertically close to the left side of the photo, and also the course of river 

http://tornado.zxq.net/wroclaw.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/sw_andrzej_bobola_uk.htm
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=51.551406,17.286901&spn=0.026010,0.058545&t=k&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=51.551406,17.286901&spn=0.026010,0.058545&t=k&hl=en
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Barycz, which crosses the photograph horizontally in half of the height. Notice 
that a similar satellite photograph of the nearby village Wszewilki is available from 
the web site on Wszewilki.) 

 
#C3. Numbers of inhabitants in Milicz: 

       The present population of Milicz is difficult to determine, because the 
administrative borders of Milicz do not coincide with natural breaks in human 
settlements. In the result, such suburbs of Milicz, as Wszewilki, Sğawoszewice, 
czy Karğ·w, administratively do NOT belong to Milicz, although in fact are 
combined with Milicz into a single town-system. Of course, in old days these 
suburbs were separate human settlements. Thus old counts of population of 
Milicz are more precise. According to a book "Na Ziemi Ojcow - Rocznik Ziem 
Zachodnich i Polnocnych" (i.e. "On Lands of Ancestors - Almanac of Northern 
and Western Provinces") published in 1962 by "Towarzystwo Rozwoju Ziem 
Zachodnich" (i.e. "Association of the Development of Western Provinces"), in 
1761 Milicz had 719 inhabitants, in 1825 - 2207 inhabitants, in 1914 - 3 374, in 
1936 - 4 816, in 1945 means immediately after the war - only 450 inhabitants, 
while in 1960 - 6 333 (in this number 3 450 was under the age of 25 years old). In 
1993 Milicz was already having 12 500 inhabitants (data from 6-volume "Nowej 
Encyklopedii Powszechnej", PWN, 1998). However, all these are data for the old 
town of Milicz. In turn the entire town complex of Milicz, which includes also 
suburbs linked with Milicz, in 2004 probably counted to around 30 000 
inhabitants. Of course, in present times of computers, lacking telephone books, 
diminishing boundaries between human settlements, and rapid migrations of 
population, it is extremely difficult to keep a correct count how many people 
actually live in Milicz. After all, one would firstly need to clearly define where 
finishes the sphere of direct influences of the town Milicz - as we know such a 
task is not easy to complete.  

 

Part #D: Curiosities, puzzles, and 
mysteries of Milicz: 

       

#D1. Prehistory of Milicz, means ancient 
fortifications Chmielnik: 

       On the right bank of the Barycz river, in the area where this river formed 
almost a complete loop, located is the ancient fortified settlement from which 
present Milicz originates. This ancient fortified settlement is now popularly called 

http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
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"Chmielnik". The best access to it is by the road that runs parallel to the river 
Barycz, and begins from the present street named "KrotoszyŒska". This fortified 
settlement is located between the river Barycz, village Wszewilki, a street of 
Milicz named "KrotoszyŒska", and railway track from Milicz to Krotoszyn.  
       The written information that I saw in Regional Museum of Milicz, states that 
traces of human settlements found in the area of present Milicz indicates that 
Milicz was already populated around 7000 years B.C. If this information is a hard 
fact that results from solid archaeological research and from e.g. carbon dating, 
then it would make the ancient settlement of Milicz older than Polish Biskupin and 
even some Egyptian pyramids.  
       In order to learn more details about the prehistory of Milicz, it is worth to visit 
the Regional Museum of Milicz (in Polish called Izba Regionalna). It is located in 
closest to the town wing of the palace of Maltzan, in which in 2004 the Complex 
of Nature Schools of Milicz was located (in Polish named the "Zesp·ğ Szk·ğ 
Przyrodniczych"). That Regional Museum of Milicz is described in item #D9 
below.  

 
 
Fig. #D1: This photograph was taken in July 2004 from the top of a flood 
barrier of the present river Barycz. The photographing lens was directed 
towards north. The photograph shows the present appearance of an 
ancient fortifications called "Chmielnik" from which present Milicz 
originates. This fortification is actually that circular flat hill in the centre of 
the photograph, under which two sizable trees are growing, while on the flat 
top of which several working archaeologists are visible (one of them in 
white shirt). The buildings of the village on horizon behind this fortification 
are Wszewilki (i.e. the village, in the separate end of which named 
Stawczyk I was born in 1946). 

http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/milicz/grodzisko_milicza.jpg
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/stawczyk_uk.htm
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* * * 
(Notice that you can see the enlargement of each photograph from this web 
site, simply by clicking on this photograph. Most of the Internet browsers that 
you may use, allow also to download each illustration to your own computer, and 
then look at it, reduce or enlarge the size of it, or print it, with your own graphical 
software.) 

 
#D2. Pre-Christian believes from Milicz, 
means the Ruler of Milicz: 

       Before Christianity arrived to Milicz, local Slavs used to worship a range of 
various pagan gods. The most important out of these was the "Ruler of Milicz", 
means a local pagan god which was the subject of a "fear worship" (possibly it 
was a morally decadent UFOnaut, that used to show himself to local primitive 
people and indulged in scaring these people). This pagan god, carved from a 
single piece of oak timber and preserved until today, can be seen in the Regional 
Museum of Milicz discussed before. A photograph of this pagan god is shown in 
Fig. #D2. The fact of the use of oak timber for carving this god, suggests that 
most probably this "Ruler of Milicz" was actually a Slavic god named "Pierun" 
(this one which is still commonly used in a popular saying from vicinity of PoznaŒ 
in Poland, stating that "go to Pierun" - meaning almost the same as "go to hell").  

http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
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Fig. #D2: This is a photograph of a pagan god, which in Regional Museum 
of Milicz is exhibited under name of the "Ruler of Milicz". We do not know 
much now on his subject, apart from the fact that once it was a subject of 
pagan cult on the area of present Milicz. I personally believe that it 
represents a Slavic god that used to be called "Pierun", and that in pagan 
times it was originally placed under an old oak located in the area of pagan 
cult practiced in ancient times on what presently is the cemetery in 
Wszewilki. This cemetery and the god "Pierun" worshiped in there are 
discussed in items #C2 and #L2 of the internet page Wszewilki. The premise 
which led me to such a belief that most probably it is a god "Pierun" from the cult 
area of Wszewilki, is firstly the fact that this sculpture was carved from a single 
piece of oak timber, in the scale of 1:1 (means it has the size of an adult man). In 
turn oak for ancient Slavic was a holly tree "reserved" for the cult of this god 
"Pierun". In turn the premise that this sculpture most probably originates from ate 
cult area of Wszewilki, is the fact that in a close range from Milicz apart for 
Wszewilki there was no other cult place devoted to this god. It is worth to add, 
that in times of preparing this description, the sculpture was not carbon dated yet. 
However, by the level of decay it can be estimated that it is over 2000 years old. 

http://tornado.zxq.net/milicz/wladca_milicza.jpg
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki.htm
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In turn this age would coincide with the approximate dating of the discussed cult 
area, explained in item #C2 on the web page devoted to Wszewilki. 

 
#D3. Milicz fortified castle: 

       In the second half of 14-the century, the prince of Olesnica constructed a 
fortified castle in Milicz. It was build in the gothic style. It was surrounded with a 
moat and a wide defence wall. Inside of it, an oval yard (i.e. the castle's "keep") 
with a well was located. This castle was burned during wars with Husyts. In 16th 
century it was rebuild again, but this time in a renaissance style. In 1797 this 
castle partially burned again. In the consequence of this fire, owners of this castle 
then, means family of Maltzans, discouraged by such constant fires and the need 
to rebuild it repetitively, instead of rebuilding it, decided to build a separate palace 
nearby. This palace exists until today - see "Fig. #D8". In turn the castle gradually 
fall into disuse. Especially fast it degenerated after the second world war. I 
remember from times of my childhood (i.e. from 1950s), that the ruins of it were in 
incomparably better state than they are now.  

 
 
Fig. #D3: Ruins of the Milicz castle. These can be seen in the Milicz 
communal park, not far from the palace of Milicz margrave (in Polish 
ñmargrabiaò).  
       In years 1960 to 1964, means when I still attended my high school studies in 
the Lyceum of General Education in Milicz, ruins of this fortified castle were still in 
a relatively good state. Thus more courageous out of my school colleagues could 

http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
http://tornado.zxq.net/milicz/milicki_zamek_warowny.jpg
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play in large rooms of this castle, as well as investigate its hidden passages and 
undergrounds. Especially exciting was then the fact that in ruins of this castle, still 
was then accessible the entrance to underground tunnels and chambers, that led 
from this castle to several different locations. In turn in these tunnels, according 
to various stories, old treasures supposed to be hidden. These tunnels were 
investigated quite thoroughly by Zbyszek - famous tracker of mysteries, and my 
colleague from an older class in the Lyceum, as well as the neighbour from the 
same village Wszewilki. As probably some older residents of Milicz may 
remember, Zbyszek discovered in these tunnels a storage of old white weapon 
and knights' armours. After wearing these he used to scare people that walked in 
the park. Finally, dressed in a full knight's armour and carrying a heavy sword, 
police managed to catch him, and paraded along the entire town before at the 
police station they managed to convince him to stop further scaring of people in 
the park. Out of whatever was rumoured about these underground tunnels in 
times of my studies in the Lyceum, one such tunnel supposed to lead from this 
fortified castle to the palace of margrave (margrabia) Maltzan, then to the tomb of 
margrave. Other tunnel led to cellars of the town-hall in Milicz, and to several 
cellars of buildings in Milicz old town centre. Still another led under the river 
Barycz to Stawiec, where it emerged to the surface near sources of water for the 
Palace of margrave (margrabia). This tunnel to Stawiec was connected with the 
tunnel from the palace of Sapiecha family in Cieszk·w, while it emerged to the 
surface in forests near Cieszk·w (see "Fig. #D5a"). The part of it close to 
Cieszk·w was separated with a wall and utilised as the storage for wines and 
spirits before the World War Two. At present time this exit serves as the shelter 
for bats (it is shown in "Fig. #D5a" from this web page). 

 
#D4. Medieval wells in castles ï secret 
doors to freedom: 

       Old fortified castles used to maintain numerous underground tunnels and 
cellars for cases of invasion. Exists from these tunnels were hidden in forests 
many kilometres from a given castle. The fortified castle in Milicz was not an 
exception from this rule. It also had numerous tunnels that led from it in various 
directions. Many of these tunnels were still in good order just after the Second 
World War. I remember that some of my school colleagues used to seek hidden 
treasures in them. 
       In medieval times entrances to underground tunnels usually were hidden in 
wells that as a standard were located on castles' yards. Even today many of such 
wells from castles contains these entrances to underground tunnels. For 
example, such entrances are in wells from: (1) the high castle in Malbork (this 
with the sculpture of a "pelican"), (2) the castle in Otmuch·w, south of Wroclaw 
(from this well in Otmuch·w, tunnels run as far as the fort in Kğodzko), and also 
(3) the castle in Gniew - see "Fig. #D4". In fact, ruins of the fortified castle in 
Milicz also used to have a well on the yard (i.e. the castle's "keep"), with an 
entrance to tunnels. Remains of this well still existed in times when I was 

http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
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attending a primary school. 
       One of best known underground tunnels that led from the castle in Milicz, 
was the one that had the exit in forest near Cieszk·w. This exit is shown in Fig. 
#D5a below. 
 

 
 
Fig. #D4: Castle well from the Teutonic Knights castle in Gniew from the 
northern Poland. The photograph taken in July 2004. The person 
photographs is me (Dr Jan PajŃk). When one looks inside of this well from 
the point from which I am looking into it, one can clearly see an entrance to 
underground tunnels. In turn these tunnels always had at least one exit 
located in forests far beyond walls of the castle. 
       A curious detail of tunnels and cells from the above well in Gniew, is that in 
these cells a lot of victims died walled up over there. As the local rumours state it, 
ghosts of some of these victims are seen in the castle until today. These ghosts 
are even a tourist attraction of the castle in Gniew. Just as such an attraction they 
are presented in the article [LOT-1] "Castle holidays - wakacje z zamkami", 
published on pages 64 to 72 in bi-lingual monthly magazine of Polish Airlines 
LOT SA, entitled "Kaleidoscope", vol. 69 no 7, issue dated in July 2004 (address 
of the editor: Wydawnictwo Business Press, Al. Jerozolimskie 125 A, 02-017 
Warszawa, Poland). 

 
#D5. Mysterious underground tunnels 

http://tornado.zxq.net/milicz/studnia_zamku_gniew.jpg
http://tornado.zxq.net/wszewilki_uk.htm
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under Milicz: 

       For just an average person from a street, township of Milicz seems to be just 
an ordinary place. However, if the ground turned to be transparent, then 
everyone would got astonished. Under Milicz another mysterious town is hiding, 
which takes the form of a whole labyrinth of underground tunnels. As every 
medieval town, Milicz had an entire system of tunnels that were hidden under it. 
These tunnels were repaired and kept in a good order until the end of the Second 
World War. Only after the Second World War people gradually forgotten about 
these tunnels almost completely. Therefore by now these tunnels probably are in 
ruins.  
       The labyrinth of underground tunnels hidden under Milicz originates from two 
sources. The first of these sources were defence needs of medieval Milicz, and 
the fortified castle nearby. These needs I already described before. But under 
Milicz are also different tunnels, that do not originate from medieval times. This is 
because to the original tunnels constructed in medieval times by owners of the 
fortified castle, additional tunnels were added later by the margrave (margrabia) 
family - owners of the palace in Milicz. Actually the family of Maltzans used to 
fancy the construction of new, and repairing old, underground tunnels under 
Milicz. They constructed and repaired tunnels that led from their palace in 
practically all possible directions. The last of such new tunnels was build at the 
beginning of 20th century. It led from the tomb of margrave (margrabia) to his 
palace (this tunnel is described in more details in item #D7 below). Out of these 
more famous tunnels constructed by family of Maltzans, the most well-known 
were four. The one constructed at the latest date led from their palace to the 
tomb of margrave (ruins of this tomb are shown in Fig. #D7). Other led from the 
palace to Evangelic church shown in Fig. #D29. Another led from the palace to 
the farm/station in Stawiec (the entrance to this tunnel still existed in 1958 and 
1959, when I attended the sixth and seventh class of the primary school in 
Stawiec - it was located near the inlet of water supply for the palace in Milicz). A 
further tunnel led from the palace to undergrounds of the fortified castle in Milicz, 
where it connected with an entire system of tunnels that already existed under 
this castle since medieval times.  
       The folklore stories claimed, that one of the well-known underground tunnels 
from Milicz had the exit in forest not far from Cieszk·w. The present appearance 
of this supposed exit is shown in "Fig. #D5(a)" below. Other such a tunnel led 
from the fortified castle in Milicz to the old town. Under the old town it branched 
into several separate tunnels. Some of these just after the second world war still 
had open entrances which were joined with cellars of homes in Milicz. When I 
was in the first class of my primary school, one of such entrances was still open 
in the cellar of a building located on the other side of the street and almost 
opposite to the bookshop of that time (this bookshop was then several houses 
further from the central square than at present). As I remember, the cellar with 
this entrance was as if two stories deep, while the entrance to the tunnel was on 
the lowest cellar in its western wall. We looked inside of this tunnel with my 
friends, but because we had no torches none of us had the courage to enter the 
tunnel. Soon afterwards the authorities walled up not only the entrance to this 
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tunnel, but also other entrances to underground tunnels located in different 
cellars of Milicz old town. One of these tunnels led to the cellars of the town-hall 
from Milicz, and was still accessible at beginning of 1950s, before ruins of the 
town-hall were cleared up, while entrances to deep cellars of the town-hall were 
blocked and covered with soil. These tunnels also joined together undergrounds 
of all three churches in Milicz (see descriptions from item #D29).  
       The fact that an entire labyrinth of underground tunnels exists under Milicz, 
hides an unutilised potential for that town. After all, these tunnels can now be 
opened, reinforced, and made available for tourists as a local tourist attraction. 
After all, in a similar manner underground tunnels were made accessible by 
Kğodzko town. In 2004 tunnels under Kğodzko provided a semi-permanent 
employment and source of income for at least 10 people. Milicz still did not 
consider a possibility of opening its tunnels for tourists. But if it is done so, for 
sure these medieval tunnels and their shocking secrets become a vital attraction 
of Milicz and provide a semi-permanent source of income for at least several 
people.  

 
 
Fig. #D5(a): The exit from an underground tunnel. It is hidden in forest not 
far from Cieszk·w (i.e. around 8 km north from Milicz). The photograph 
taken in July 2004. In order to illustrate the size of this tunnel, at the exit 
gate stands myself (i.e. Dr Jan Pajak) and my wife. People used to say, that 
this tunnel originally was connected with the fortified castle in Milicz. But 
before the second world war a final part of it was separated from the rest by 
a wall, and utilised by a local distillery as a cellar for maturing alcohols. 
Presently this tunnel is established as bats reservation. The entrance to (or 
rather an exit from) it is locked permanently and inaccessible for the 
general public. 

http://tornado.zxq.net/milicz/wylot_z_tunelu.jpg

